
July, 1939 SPECIAL ARTICLES 71

NEW CALIFORNIA LAWS REQUIRE PRENATAL AND
PREMARITAL TESTS*

PRENATAL EXAMINATIONS
CH APTER 127

An act providing for the protection of uinborn children and
the public health by requiring examinations of preg-
nant or recently delivered women for syphilis, pro-
viding penalties for the violation of the provisions
thereof.

[Approved by the Governor on May 9, 1939]
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

Section 1. Every licensed physician and surgeon or other
person engaged in prenatal care of a pregnant woman or
attending such woman at the time of delivery shall obtain
or cause to be obtained a blood specimen of that pregnant
or recently delivered woman, at the time of the first pro-
fessional visit or within ten days thereafter. The blood
specimen thus obtained shall be submitted to an approved
laboratory for a standard laboratory test for syphilis. For
the purposes of this act, an approved laboratory shall be
a laboratory approved by the California State Department
of Public Health, or any other laboratory, the director of
which is licensed by said State Department of Public
Health according to law. In submitting such specimen to
the laboratory the physician shall designate that this is a
prenatal test or a test following recent delivery.

Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act a standard laboratory
blood test shall be a test for syphilis approved by the Cali-
fornia State Department of Public Health. In case of
question concerning accuracy of tests prescribed in this
act, it shall be mandatory upon the State Department of
Public Health to accept specimens for checking purposes
from any district in the State.

Sec. 3. The California State Department of Public
Health shall issue a "Prenatal Test Laboratory Report
Form" to be distributed upon application to all laboratories
approved to do tests called for in this act. Any laboratory
doing tests called for in this act shall prepare the report in
triplicate. The original of this report shall be transmitted
by the laboratory doing such test to the physician submit-
ting the specimen. The duplicate reports shall be forwarded
at weekly intervals to the California State Department of
Public Health. The triplicate shall be retained by the lab-
oratory for file and shall be open at any time for inspection
by an authorized representative of the California State
Department of Public Health.

Sec. 4. All laboratory reports shall be confidential and
shall not be open to public inspection.

Sec. 5. Any licensed physician and surgeon, or other
person engaged in attendance upon a pregnant woman or a
recently delivered woman, or any representative of a lab-
oratory who violates the provisions of this act shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor; provided, however, every licensed
physician and surgeon or other person engaged in attend-
ance upon a pregnant or recently delivered woman, who
requests such specimen in accordance with the provisions
of Section 1, and whose request is refused, shall not be
guilty of a misdemeanor.
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* Governor Olson, on May 9, signed a bill (A. B. 493)

introduced by Assemblymen Hugh M. Burns, Heisinger,
Garland, Kepple, Kilpatrick, Corwin, Dilworth, Redwine,
Knight, Mrs. Daley, and Miss Eleanor Miller, which re-
quires prenatal tests for syphilis. This bill is now Chapter
127, Acts of 1939.
On June 5 Governor Olson signed Senate Bill 173, intro-

duced by Senators Fletcher, Biggar, and Kenny, which
requires premarital tests for syphilis. This bill is now
Chapter 382, Acts of 1939. Both of these new laws will be-
come effective ninety days after the adjournment of the
Legislature. Because of their importance, and because of
the widespread interest in the measures, both are repro-
duced in this issue of CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE.
See also editorial comment in this issue, on page 6; for

press clipping items, on page 63.

PREMARITAL EXAMINATIONS
CHAPTER 382

An act to add Article IIa to Chapter I, Title I, Part III,
Division First of the Civil Code, for the protection of
unborn children and the public health by providing for
premarital examinations for syphilis, and providing
penalties for violations of the provisions thereof and
providing an appropriation for the -administration of
the act.

[Approved by the Governor on June 5, 1939]
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

Section 1. A new article, to be numbered Article IIa,
is hereby added to Chapter I, Title I, Part III, Division
First of the Civil Code, to read as follows:

Article Ila. Premarital Examinations
79.01. Before any person, who is or may hereafter be

authorized by law to issue marriage licenses, shall issue
any such license, each applicant therefor shall file with him
a certificate from a duly licensed physician which certificate
shall state that the applicant has been given such examina-
tion, including a standard serological test, as may be neces-
sary for the discovery of syphilis, made not more than
thirty days prior to the date of issuance of such license, and
that, in the opinion of such physician, the person either is
not infected with syphilis, or if so infected, is not in a stage
of that disease which is or may become communicable to
the marital partner.
Any person who by law is validly able to obtain a

marriage license in the State of California is validly able
to give consent to any examinations and tests required by
this article. In submitting the blood specimen to the lab-
oratory the physician shall designate that this is a pre-
marital test.

79.02. The certificate shall be accompanied by a state-
ment from the person in charge of the laboratory making
the test, or from some other person authorized to make
such reports, setting forth the name of the test, the date it
was made, the name and address of the physician to whom
the test was sent and the name and address of the person
whose blood was tested.

79.03. The certificate of a physician and the statement
from a person in charge of a laboratory or from a person
authorized to make reports for the laboratory shall be on
a form to be provided and distributed by the California
State Department of Public Health to all officers in the
State authorized to issue marriage licenses and to labora-
tories in the State approved by the California State Depart-
ment of Public Health. This form is hereinafter referred
to in this article as "the certificate fofm."

79.04. For the purpose of this act a standard serological
test shall be a test for syphilis approved by the California
State Department of Public Health and an approved lab-
oratory shall be a laboratory approved by the California
State Department of Public Health, or any other laboratory
the director of which is licensed by said State Department
of Public Health according to law. In case of question
concerning accuracy of tests prescribed in this article, it
shall be mandatory upon the State Department of Public
Health to accept specimens for checking purposes from
any district in the State.

79.05. The California State Department of Public
Health shall issue a "Laboratory Report Form" to be dis-
tributed upon application to all laboratories approved to do
tests called for in this article. Any laboratory doing tests
called for in this article shall prepare the report in tripli-
cate. The original of this report shall be transmitted by
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